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Escape to Euroa, Victoria:  
‘I think this place is starting to wake up’ 

 Halfway between Melbourne and Albury, this warm country community is known for its thoroughbred 
horses, quality wool, car show and, perhaps more importantly, for being the birthplace of cricketing 
legend Merv Hughes. 

 Locals describe it as a place that’s undersold but beginning to make its mark, with plenty to do in town 
and a burgeoning food and wine scene. 

 Population: 3275, as of the 2016 census. 

 

Who lives here:  

The town is popular with tree-changers and retirees, but  
also draws younger families seeking affordability. 

Jane Murphy, co-owner of the Seven Creeks Hotel and 
Temple Kitchen & Co, said she had lots of friends from 
Melbourne who had bought in town, with houses being 
much cheaper. 

“And it’s a really nice lifestyle,” she added. “It’s nice, it’s safe, the gardens and parks are really beautiful.” 

With two children herself, she’s been back running the business full-time for 10 years, and in that time had 
seen a lot of younger people either moving to town from Melbourne, or staying in Euroa to raise their  
families. 

Brendan Patterson, one of the volunteers at the local  
community cinema, moved to Euroa on Australia Day 2001 
– purely by accident, as he described it. 

He had returned to Melbourne from overseas and had  
considered buying a house but was “horrified by prices”. 

Mr Patterson knew of Euroa from driving from Canberra to 
Melbourne – it was a spot to take a break and enjoy a  
bacon & egg roll – and he came up again to have a look. 

“It was completely spontaneous, there was no planning to 
it. I just thought it was a nice-looking little place,” he said. 

He’s not the only one, as he’s noticed plenty of newer people moving to town. 

“A lot of them might be retirees,” he said. “But I just get the impression there’s couples in their 30s and 40s 
coming in too. That is reflected in the sort of shops you’re starting to see up here.” 

Helen Brook, from the Euroa Village Farmers Market, agreed that while town had an older population, she 
was also seeing younger couples who couldn’t break into the city markets heading to the region, drawn 
by affordability and convenience. 

“The warm and fuzzy thing about Euroa is everything is quite central,” she said. “You’ve got all the 
amenities relatively close, and the larger towns with bigger services.” 

Australian Na onal Show and Shine, Euroa.  
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What happens here?  

The town is home to the Australian National Show and Shine Euroa, 
which kicked off back in 2001 and is held on the first Sunday of  
October in the Seven Creeks Park. 

Last year it brought more than 800 cars and 450 motorcycles to the 
area and about $800,000 to the local economy. 

Aside from the cars and bikes, there are “coffee stores and food 
stalls”, a marketplace, mini train and horse rides, jumping castle,  
petting zoos and live music, and a lot of the crowd are regular attendees from Melbourne, Bendigo and 
Albury. 

“We are in the happy position [that] a lot of the cars and motorcycles are repeat business,” Mr Read said. 
“The same people are coming back every year, usually with new vehicles of some sort.” 

Another regular event is the Euroa Village Farmers’ Market, held on 
the third Saturday of every month. 

There are, of course, regular screenings at the Euroa Community Cin-
ema, and several local venues host live music. 

What life is like here:  

Mr Reed describes Euroa as a “typical country town”, surrounded by 
very pristine countryside. 

“It’s got a lot to offer to offer in terms of tourism,” he said. “There’s 
a very user-friendly little caravan park right on the creek and a  
number of local businesses – the town is quite flourishing.” 

“It’s a very loyal town, very community-based,” said Ms Brook, noting there was a lot of support for the 
“shop local” movement, with the Farmers’ Market being very well received. 

“People want to support local markets, it’s a really nice feel,” she said. “The cafes are all busy, all the time 
and there is a Chinese restaurant that is always busy.” 

“It’s small but not too small,” Mr Patterson said. “A nice little country town.” 

He said while in the past the town had felt a little sleepy, that was beginning to change. 

“What’s noticeable in the past few years, there’s been some really decent eateries coming to town,” he 
said, adding that the town even had a Chinese traditional medicine clinic and a home decor service. 

“There’s a lot more happening in the food and hospitality area. You’ve got the wineries, the cafes, and 
the pubs in town – they are all trying to lift their game,” he said. 

Newer establishments like the Northern Republic and the Temple Kitchen & Co were really livening things 
up, he said, and of course there’s the “sensational little cinema”. 

“I think the place is starting to wake up,” he said. 

Euroa Farmers Market 

Australian Na onal Show & Shine Euroa 
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What jobs are here: 

Agriculture and horse breeding are local economic drivers, and the 
Strathbogie Council head office is situated in Euroa. There’s plenty of 
local businesses too, and the Euroa Butter Factory also provides a lot 
of weekend employment, with nearby vineyards another option. 

There’s also work at the local hospital which has just opened a new 
aged-care facility, as well as the local medical centre. 

The town is also a popular rest stop and gets a steady stream of  
tourists, who might pick up a coffee, use the barbecue area at the 
Seven Creeks Park, or even plug in their Tesla at the charging station. 

Aside from work in town and the surrounds, commuting to Sheppar-
ton, with a population of over 40,000, is also doable – it’s about a 40-
minute drive through the countryside. 

 

Why should you move here? 

Relatively close to Melbourne at just a two-hour drive,  the town is  
affordable with good schools, and has larger centres close by. 

“It’s just the ease of lifestyle,” said Ms Murphy. “It’s nice to be able to go to the city, and lovely to come 
home again where it’s a lot more relaxed.” 

“It’s just a nice place,” said Ms Brook. “It’s definitely family-friendly. You can be as active or inactive as 
you want. You can still feel quite comfortable  – you don’t have to be involved in lots of things or you can 
be full-on into them.” 

Mr Patterson said with country living being more affordable, it was a place where he could go back to 
university and retrain – and it was a great environment to raise kids, who developed more confidence 
living in a smaller community. 

“I think Euroa, as a little kid, is a sensational place to grow up,” he said. “They go riding their bikes by 
themselves. And you know that, wherever they go, someone they know is going to see them.” 

He said it would suit anyone who wanted to get out of the crush of the city, and was willing to take a punt 
on a more affordable way of life, rather than spending their days paying off a huge mortgage. 

“There are more important things than that,” Mr Patterson said. 

Temple Kitchen & Co, Euroa.  

Northern Republic, Euroa. 


