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Worker fatally crushed by hay bale accumulator 
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In November 2018, a worker was killed after he was crushed by a hay baling accumulator. An accumulator is 
towed behind a hay baler and is used to group hay bales together for easier pick up. Accumulators include a 
large deck that is raised and lowered with a hydraulic cylinder. It appears the accumulator operator was  
attending to maintenance issues when he was killed. He was found underneath the deck by another worker 
who went to check on him after contact ceased during a phone call. It is not clear at this stage what caused 
the incident. Investigations are continuing. 
 
Preventing a similar incident 
 
Equipment that uses hydraulics to assist in its movement has the potential to cause serious injury or death. It is 
used in many industries for trucks & transport, construction plant & equipment, farming machinery, manufac-
turing equipment and amusement rides. The potential energy in hydraulic equipment can be extremely high 
as it is used to shift and support large loads.  
 
When operating any machinery that uses hydraulic power: 
always make sure that you read the instructions provided by the manufacturer & follow all safety directions  
never place yourself in a position where you could be crushed in the event of hydraulics failure or 

Inadvertent operation of the hydraulics 
if a back-up safety prop is provided on the plant, always use it before entering a high risk zone  
if a safety prop is not provided on the machine, make sure you use another prop that is load rated and has 

adequate strength to safely withstand any loads that could be applied to it. 
 
A safe work procedure should outline the potential risks of working on or near hydraulic equipment and the 
likely consequences of hydraulic failure. Adequate control measures should be put in place to manage the 
risk. Businesses must also ensure their workers are trained and adequately supervised. PCBUs must also provide 
a system of work that includes effective communication with workers in remote or isolated locations. If you are 
working in a remote area or working alone, always let someone know where you are going and when you are 
expected to return. 


