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Keep your workers away from powerlines 

This document is published as an information service without assuming a duty of care. While every effort has been made to provide valuable, useful information, Smarter Safety, it’s 
principals and associated companies accept no responsibility or any form of liability from reliance upon, or use of it’s contents.  Any suggestions should be considered carefully within 
your own particular circumstances as they are intended as general information only; not as a substitute for professional advice. For Smarter Safety, phone Roger: 0437 771 580 

 It's vital that you and your workers 
know where overhead powerlines are 
before work starts. Check for under-
ground lines too using Dial before you 
Dig. Once you know where all power-
lines are located at your worksite, you 
need to establish exclusion zones.  
 
The size of an exclusion zone depends on: 
 

 the competency and training of workers 
 the voltage on the line 
 whether or not the line is insulated. 

 
Exclusion zones are the minimum safe distances workers and equipment must stay away from powerlines in all 
directions to avoid an electric shock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Note: The table above does not fully detail exclusion zone dimensions and other requirements.  
 
If you or your workers cannot avoid working near an overhead or underground powerline, you must conduct 
a risk assessment and put suitable control measures into place: 
 

 Ensure that neither the height nor reach of vehicles and equipment can cause any part of them to 
enter an exclusion zone. 

 If possible, arrange for powerlines to be de-energised or relocated away from the work area before 
work starts. 

 Use a safety observer on the ground to keep equipment out of the exclusion zone. 
 Arrange for the electricity entity to install flags or indicators on overhead lines as visual markers, or use 

paint to mark the position of power poles and underground lines as well as the correct exclusion zone 
distance. 


