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If electrical arcing or flashover occurs, or if objects, plant, machinery or equipment make contact with 
overhead power lines, you must call the electricity supplier immediately. Until help is received, a competent 
person should remain in control of the situation to caution others of the danger of electrocution.  You should 
assume that all power lines are live and are capable of delivering a fatal shock. Do not allow 
anyone to touch or approach any part of the plant or any fallen wires. Being too close can kill. The 
diagram below shows typical affected area surrounding mobile plant when in contact with live  power lines. 
 

What the operator should do if mobile plant contacts overhead power lines... 
stay inside the operator’s cabin or on the 

plant until the power has been switched 
off & the site made safe 

warn others to keep clear and not touch 
any parts of the plant, rope or suspended 
load 

where possible, try and operate the plant 
to break contact with the overhead power 
line. Mobile crane operation, for example, 
if a dogman is in contact with the hook or 
load, immediately raise the hook to break 
contact between them and the ground. If 
you cannot break contact with overhead 
power line, then take no further action until 
it is confirmed that the conditions are safe. 
If there is a fire or imminent threat of direct 
bodily contact with the overhead power 
line, you must leave the operator’s cabin 
or the plant (to avoid being electrocuted 
or injured) by: 
jumping clear and as far away as 

possible from the plant 
avoiding touching the plant and the 

ground at the same time 
moving slowly away from the danger 

area by shuffling (like an old man) or 
hopping (like a kangaroo) with both 
feet together, avoiding simultaneous 
contact with areas of high potential 
difference (see adjacent diagrams). 

 

Do not return to the mobile plant once you 
have left it. Electricity flows through the 
ground, so an electric shock can be received 
from walking too close to the scene. 
 
Be aware that often the tyres on the mobile 
plant can blow out at any time afterwards;  
sometimes immediately and other times, 
many hours later. 
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This document is published as an information service without assuming a duty of care. While every effort has been made to provide valuable, useful information, Smarter Safety, it’s 
principals and associated companies accept no responsibility or any form of liability from reliance upon, or use of it’s contents.  Any suggestions should be considered carefully within 
your own particular circumstances as they are intended as general information only; not as a substitute for professional advice. For Smarter Safety, phone Roger: 0437 771 580 

You should avoid simultaneous 
contact across areas of high 

potential difference - contact  in 
different voltage areas is when 

electrocution occurs. 

 


